Hogrider 167 (May 2023)

South Hampshire Rail Users’ Group Newsletter

IMPORTANT NOTE

In compiling the following information, every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, but please always check the National Rail or train operating company websites when planning journeys. We cannot guarantee up-to-date information,  especially in view of the many operating problems which may arise, such as infrastructure damage, engineering work, severe weather and industrial action.
CONTENTS
SOUTHERN PLANS MAY SEE THE END OF DIRECT SERVICES BETWEEN SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL AND GATWICK AIRPORT 

Modern Railways magazine (May 2023) reports that Southern is looking to revamp Coastway West services, based around the ‘core’ Brighton-Southampton trains.
As a balancing economy, the Victoria-Southampton services might turn back further east than Southampton. This would be the first time in 33 years that Southampton has had no direct rail link with the airport. This seems strange given the large sums spent on airport links in recent decades, and continuing aspirations for westward rail links from Heathrow, including from MPs.
The principal shortcoming of the Southampton-Gatwick service is that it no longer runs on Sundays. In the original Sunday service, the Southampton-Portsmouth trains reversed at Portsmouth Harbour and then continued to Gatwick and Victoria. This service was an early victim of privatisation as the Southampton-Portsmouth leg was franchised to the former South West Trains.
While there is an alternative route to Gatwick by changing at Clapham Junction, family groups boarding the direct services at Southampton with substantial amounts of luggage give a clue as to why the Southern service is popular.

Southern’s main concern appears to be operational convenience. Relatively short turnaround times at Southampton are blamed for delays north of Horsham, where the trains run in combination with a portion from Bognor Regis. However, the turnaround times for Brighton-Southampton services are often marginally shorter than those of the Victoria services. 

Delays are commonly experienced on the circuitous Southampton-Woolston route via St Denys and Bitterne, owing to congestion. So Southern’s problem illustrates how the proposed Southampton-Woolston tunnel scheme could facilitate passenger train scheduling as well as freeing up capacity through Southampton’s existing tunnel for growing container traffic.
This may seem ambitious, but Southampton is the second busiest container port in Britain, and the Southampton-Portsmouth corridor is listed by the Office for National Statistics as Britain’s seventh most populous built-up area. Freeport activity will inevitably exacerbate congestion even further. Capacity needs to be enhanced, but already continuous electrification from the Midlands to the Southampton container terminals has been abandoned. 
Meanwhile, the various current developments around Southampton Central make it pretty clear that the ‘quick-fix’ proposal for increasing the through platforms from four to six, by the addition of outside lines, is dead. 
HIGHLIGHTS OF REVISED TIMETABLES IN SOUTH HAMPSHIRE FROM 21 MAY 2023
(1) HOURLY CROSS COUNTRY SERVICES RETURN
The full hourly service between Manchester Piccadilly and Bournemouth notionally returns from 21st May 2023. However, the deteriorating state of Nuneham viaduct means that services are likely to run in two halves (Bournemouth-Didcot Parkway and Oxford-Manchester Piccadilly) at least until 10th June, with substitute buses between Didcot and Oxford. 
All these trains will have the Winchester stop restored. However, Cross Country’s ‘Inter-City Vision’ and ‘Long-Distance Focus’, to quote the front cover of Modern Railways magazine for May 2023, see only token stops reinstated at Brockenhurst.
Virtually all trains adhere to the stopping pattern: Bournemouth, Southampton Central, Southampton Airport, Winchester, Basingstoke, Reading, Oxford, Banbury, Leamington Spa, Coventry, Birmingham International, Birmingham New Street, Wolverhampton, Stafford, Stoke-on-Trent, Macclesfield, Stockport and Manchester Piccadilly.

Overall journey time is about 4 hours 45 minutes, though southbound Sunday services take about 15 minutes longer because of a scheduling conflict with SWR’s Waterloo-Poole services. 

In addition to the Brockenhurst irregularities, there are the usual  shorter-distance  workings at the beginning and end of the daily service. On Mondays to Saturdays, one Bournemouth service starts from Nottingham at 06.39 (3 minutes later on Saturdays) instead of Manchester. On Mondays to Fridays the 17.25 from Manchester runs via Crewe, not calling at Macclesfield or Stoke-on-Trent.
Overall, the restored hourly service will be considerably beneficial to passengers making some intermediate journeys such as Southampton-Oxford, who will no longer need to change at Basingstoke and Reading in alternate hours.
That said, since a major advantage of Cross Country services is that passengers can make long journeys between major cities without the need to cross between London termini, it is disappointing that the two-hourly service between Southampton and York, Newcastle or Edinburgh is not restored. Comparable services start from Reading as below: 
Mondays-Fridays: 06.45 to Newcastle, 11.45 to York, 12.45 to Newcastle, 15.43 to York, 17.44 to Newcastle.

Saturdays: 06.45 to Newcastle, 11.45 to York, 12.45 to Newcastle, 15.45 to York, 17.45 to Newcastle.

Sundays: 17.42 to Newcastle.

It should therefore need very little additional rolling stock to start these journeys from Southampton.
Services calling at Brockenhurst
Mondays-Fridays: 05.11 Manchester-Bournemouth;  07.56 Southampton-Bournemouth; 09.45 Bournemouth-Manchester; 14.25 Manchester-Bournemouth; 18.45 Bournemouth-Manchester.

Saturdays: 05.11 Manchester-Bournemouth; 09.45 Bournemouth-Manchester; 15.25 Manchester-Bournemouth; 19.45 Bournemouth-Birmingham.
Sundays: 09.40 Bournemouth-Manchester; 09.52 Reading-Bournemouth; 14.25 Manchester-Bournemouth; 17.40 Bournemouth-Manchester.
(2) SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY TWEAKS STILL LEAVE POOR    MONDAY-FRIDAY LATE EVENING MAINLINE SERVICES FROM WATERLOO
Following the December timetable overhaul, there are few changes.
The extended Monday-Friday gap between the normally half-hourly Lymington Pier services, when mainline services switch to standard off-peak patterns, is repositioned. The 09.29 Brockenhurst-Lymington Pier is retimed to 09.42, and the 09.44 return service is retimed to 09.57. This gives tighter connections with the Yarmouth Isle of Wight ferries.
The 06.15 Portsmouth Harbour-London Waterloo via Guildford starts at 06.10 on Mondays to Fridays.

[Change introduced from February 2023] The 07.15 (Mondays-Fridays) London Waterloo-Portsmouth via Guildford stopping train is diverted to Southampton. West of Havant it calls at all stations to Swanwick, then Netley, Woolston, St Denys and Southampton Central (arrive 09.47). 
22.44 Salisbury-Southampton-Eastleigh-Romsey continues to Salisbury on Saturdays. [Caution: This is shown in the National Rail Journey Planner but not in the SWR on-line timetable].
The very poor Monday-Friday evening services remain. The towns of Totton, New Milton and Christchurch have no service from Waterloo between 22.05 and 23.35, with the village of Brockenhurst getting one extra service at 22.35. So people coming out of theatres etc. may have to wait around an hour for a train home. This is incredible at a time when demand from commuters is much lower, especially on Mondays and Fridays. Southern is experimenting with cheap Advance tickets on those days in the hope of boosting the market. Whimsically, SWR is marketing day return tickets valid after 12 noon as ‘Evening out’. 
(3) SOUTHERN RAILWAY STEADY STATE
Southern is planning major restructuring of its West Coastway services in the Brighton-Southampton corridor, as above. The principal change for passengers in May will be replacement of the elderly toilet-less trains used on Brighton-Portsmouth and Littlehampton-Portsmouth  services. 
(4) GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY CHANGES

The basic hourly service between Portsmouth Harbour and Cardiff Central via Southampton, Bath and Bristol continues. 

However, additional partly-overlapping services are introduced on the Westbury-Gloucester route as an element of a ‘Metro’ scheme around Bristol. This affects the supplementary services into South Hampshire, as well as GWR services to Weymouth via Castle Cary. The supplementary Hampshire services now all operate in early morning or late evening. An oddity of the recast is that Hampshire loses its token direct services to Gloucester, Worcester and Great Malvern, but gains services from Gloucester and Worcester.   

With operators scrapping older carriages  to cut costs, the length of the Portsmouth-Cardiff trains is in many cases shorter than the 5-car sets which were the norm after transfer of turbo units from the Thames Valley.

In addition to the hourly Portsmouth-Cardiff services, GWR trains serve Southampton Central at the following times:

Departures  to GWR area Mondays-Fridays

05.33 To Bristol (starts from Fratton)

08.23  To Bristol

22.23  To Bristol (starts from Portsmouth Harbour)

Arrivals from GWR area Mondays-Fridays

06.47  From Bristol (continues to Portsmouth Harbour)

07.40  From Bristol (continues to Portsmouth Harbour)

08.07  From Gloucester

23.31  From Bristol Parkway (continues to Portsmouth & Southsea)
Departures to GWR area Saturdays
06.26  To Bristol (starts from Portsmouth & Southsea)

08.30  To Bristol

22.23 To Westbury (starts from Portsmouth Harbour)

Arrivals from GWR area Saturdays

07.02  From Westbury (continues to Portsmouth Harbour)

07.55  From Bristol (continues to Portsmouth Harbour)

08.07  From Westbury

22.33  From Bristol (continues to Portsmouth & Southsea)
Departures to GWR area Sundays

21.57  To Bristol (starts from Portsmouth Harbour)

22.57   To Westbury (starts from Portsmouth Harbour)

Arrivals from GWR area Sundays 

20.29  From Cardiff Central (continues to Portsmouth Harbour)

21.22 From Worcester Foregate St (continues to Portsmouth Harbour via Eastleigh)
MISCELLANEA
* Reading Green Park station is expected to open during May, and will be served by the Basingstoke-Reading stopping trains.
*  Ryde Pier Head station is due to reopen on 10th June, but will close for further engineering work in October.
* The Swanage Railway is now running diesel trains into SWR’s Wareham station. Trains will operate on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays until 10 September, plus Friday 23 June. The timetable, WHICH IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE ON SPECIAL DAYS, is:
From Wareham: 11.19, 13.05, 15.19, plus 17.19 to Corfe Castle with connecting train to Swanage.

From Swanage: 12.14, 14.23, 16.23, plus 10.44 from Corfe Castle, with connecting train at 10.00 from Swanage.

Tickets may be obtained from the SWR website, app, and ticket offices.
*  Presumably because of the reductions in funding from central government to Transport for London, the latest free Tube map, including the engineering marvel of the Elizabeth Line, is in miniaturised form and difficult to read without a magnifying glass. ‘The Wonderful Everyday’ would be a great title for rail travel around London (when the service is operating well), but it applies only in the advertisement for IKEA who presumably sponsored the map. The information is commendably comprehensive, if you can read it, and usefully shows which stations serve IKEA stores. The complementary London and South East map is omitted.
* The full Elizabeth Line timetable is now in operation. All trains run through Central London, linking Paddington and Liverpool Street. The standard hourly service, which operates for most of the day, is 8 trains per hour from both Abbey Wood (via Canary Wharf), and Shenfield via (Romford). 
Abbey Wood (east of Woolwich, and with bus links to Thamesmead) has 4 trains per hour to Heathrow Terminal 4, and 4 to Maidenhead with alternate services continuing to Reading. Shenfield has 8 trains per hour to Paddington (4 on Sundays when alternate trains start from Gidea Park) with 2 per hour continuing to Heathrow Terminal 5. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS / CONTACT DETAILS

As always, thanks to everyone who has been kind enough to contact us. Without your support and input, this newsletter would be much less comprehensive. It is produced in good faith, based on reports and information from individuals and sources including the press and news websites. 

Contributions are always welcome. We aim for accuracy at all times, because our good reputation depends on it. We do not use material which could be offensive or which appears unlikely to be correct. 

We do not process information of a personal nature and, in view of GDPR, we will maintain our approach that the names of those who contribute news items or articles will be acknowledged in newsletters only where they have indicated that they consent to this. So, when submitting articles or items for collation, please indicate if you would like them to be attributed to you.

Railways are a public service and our Group is open to any interested parties. Newsletter are posted on-line, and also e’mailed to recipients involved in the Group, and individuals or organisations who have asked to be included in the circulation list or otherwise have established close links (for example, through HCC’s New Forest Transport Forums). If you receive the newsletter and do not wish to receive further issues, please let us know. 

Address for correspondence: Denis Fryer, 19 Fontwell Close, Calmore, Southampton SO40 2TN. E’mail: denisfryer44@gmail.com
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